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Bran sin, 


Your accurate knowledge of the * 
of the rn Essay, and your ability to 
appreciate its merits, will account for my 
_ to lend it importance, by the sanc- 
ton of your name. As an outline merely of 
an interesting disquisition, has it been of- 
fered to the World ; written on the spur of 
the occasion, and in a mood perhaps not 
more happy than the season that gave it 
birth. The conclusion 1 wish to draw will, 
trust, however be granted, that the fate 


of — whatever it may be in the 
A2 


6 | DEDICATION. | 
outset of his expedition, has little concern 
with the material points of the Enquiry ; 


and that no future attempts of this nature 
will ultimately endanger the duration or 


prosperity of our Oriental possessions; which 


10 MGK 
owe $0 much to councils recently directed 


by your, wisdom and experience. 1 


D _ 


That you may long prove an active 


guardian of so signal a . is the * 


wish of, | 
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parte continues to be involved in obscurity, 


it may prove neither uninstructive nor un- 


| entertaining to enquire, how far his boast- 
ed invasion of India, whether a _ 


the experience of former; or the conv 
of latter ages, is 


If it tend to dispel the/credulity. of the ig- 
norant, and the fears of the better informed 


will not miss of its intended effect; though 


the watchful genius of the Britich Navy 


should nip, in their bud, the unbounded 


views of this vain-glorious warrior. 


_ That the name of Buonapartè has given 
a credit and celebrity to this expedition, 


" 


2 

which it did not deserve, no doubt can 
arise in the mind of an observer: and 
though his discomfiture in the Mediterra- 
nean should withdraw the glare, which his 
talents and fortune have thrown around 
a chimerical project, it may not be unuse- 


to detect the deception, which the re- 
publican system of France has sedulously 
propagated, to depress the funds; and alarm 
the monied interest of her ee 
| petitor. SST 2 Ou Warr! |) 


question, to olds Su our — 


sessions are threatened by this expedition, 
I should be inclined to dispute its direction 
to that quarter. In the seizure of Malta 
and some of the Greek islands, as stations 


for the French fleet, and in the plunder of 


Smyrna and Constantinople, if the founda- 
tion of a new dynasty in Egypt limit not 
his cruize, its objects are probably compris 
ed. In epistolary composition his vanity 
and presumption have not often been equal - 
ed; but that he should seriously attempt 
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| chance for the attainment of his object, ac- 
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or envious rivals have suggested, 2 * 
to rank him with the anche et leader of the 
Crusade, or the errant hero of Cervantes. 
Buonaparts i is not yet mad enough for such 
society; however adapted his respect for 
rauding and piratical enterprise; such, as 
might suit the morality of a Barbarossa, or 
the approbation of regenerated France! 
In order to afford grounds for this en- 
quiry,/l shall concede, what I have so much 
reason to doubt, that the objeet of Buona- 
parte's expedition is such as has been stated; 
and that three routes present themselves, 
af one of which he is resolved to profit. 
in the next place, I shall consider which is 
the most feasible; and, allowing him every 


company him, step by step, through the 
different routes of Suez, Busrah, and Ispa- 
nan; and endeavour to account for his cer- 
tain failure, in whichever he may adopt. 
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ammunition, 15 ieee 
bent his course to Egypt. Thither, if fated 
once more to elude the active pursuit 
-of the gallant NELsox, let us follow, 
and conduct him to the harbour of Alex- 
andria. We shall pass over the insufficien- 
of carrying 30, ooo men, allowing that the 
Grand Signior, out of fear or affection, has 
given orders to admit them into theDunkich 
haven, as well as the undefe IT 
where foreign vessels ee la 
We shall suppose that provisions have been 
collected to feed this large force, while it 
remains in this desolated city; and on its 
march to the Nile, (for no craft larger than 
—— bar n makler 
= wo days distant. ln apc: 
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| —__ on 4 arrival at Rosetto, a romantic 
toy near the mouth of the Nile, let a sut- 
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| Tent 
supply them, be found. ready to transport 
to Grand Cairo. By the terror of his name 
let his passage up the stream be peaceably 
„effected; let his avenging sword and impla+ 
e celebrated with songs and rejoicings. Let 
e the Pacha and the Beys unite to forward his 
s views, and summon their navy to Suez, to 
vat the oonqueror of the Alps to the ghores 
d, of Indostan. Let all these events combine 
N quires oft 01--omogarnrty gin fy yorieely 
it on what foundations stands the warrior's.ptide,",., 
s From the splendid delusion with which 
n former triumphs aiid anticipated victories 
st have decorated this pieture, let us view it 
chrough the medium of dis passionate truth. 
The Isthmus of Suez is doomed to be the 
boundary of this vaunted expedition on that 
side, until Egypt shall possess shipping in 
the Red Sea; of tonnage equal to the trans- 
portation of such an army, and manned with 


1 A 
men, 8 ough to — 
quen men. except fo n 

ships from the British settlements in India, 
being either undecked or nn 
| > tA to thread the shallows on che 

Arabian coast, and unable to explore the 

open sea. And even with — 
this nature in his hands, the enterpri: 
be carried by a coup de nen 
vernment of Bombay ould be apprised of 
langer, or send her marine, competent 
without his Majesty's ships to intercept and 
destroy the largest transports to the Straits 
of Babelmandel. If, on the other hand, it 
could be judged possible for the isles of 
-ranc he. 0d ports of Tippoo Sultan, to 
urnish sufficient tonnage: for the purpose, 
and to those ing he secret guchian idea is 
bsurd— What Weuld- be the result? The 
preparations for- auch an enterprise could 
be c —— the vigilance of the 
comma Suid; from a fleet of 
ewelveeaibof the line and as many frigates, 
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L 30 
chat are stationed between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Ganges, there is little 
doubt but an adequate force would be de- 
tached, to counteract the designs of the 
enemy. And this is on the supposition, 
that timely intelligence could not be sent 
by land or sea of the impending danger. In 
either case this position must be established, 
that while Great Britain is master of the 
sea, an . 
physically out of the question. 5015 
As we have disposed e 
and we trust, to the satisfaction of our 
readers, let us proceed to the second, which 
to my idea, is to the port of Scanderoon/ and 
by Aleppo and the Great Desert, to the 
Gulf of Persia. I cannot deny that an 
easier road presents itself, by the Little De- 
sert and the Tygris; but when I know, 
from experience, that boats could not be 
procured at Bagdat for the conveyance of 
# hundredth part of his immense army de 
Busrah, I would not willingly betray the | 
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Which his advocate have prepared for him. 
To this route far stronger objections may 
be produced, than to that by Egypt. Wik. 
out its aquatic advantages, it is pregnant 
with every difficulty and danger, that a pro- 
ed to pass these salitudes in caravans, where 


the journies tothe quantity of water at the 


| halting places. The probable bane of this 
army would be thirst, which could not be 


extinguished- For, allowing that the Arab 


tribes fled at its approach, that the French 


conqueror and the Samiel were held equally 
lestri ive to; life, what chance would his 


waste, when the wells at the various stages 


each soldier, much less to replenish his skins 
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subject, let us admit of their passing * 
Desert in safety, and at the end of three 
months which, considering a distance of 
1000 miles, could not be traversed on such a 
soil and in such a climate in less time ren- 
dering themselves masters of Busrah, which 
„could not resist them. This invincible army 
ere finda barrier to its progress! The 


- must 

mountainous coast of Persia, presents an in- 
surmountable tract of near 2000 miles to 

the Ganges; and though the obstacles which 
the want of transports occasioned at Suez, 
recur not to the same extent, at the more 
terprise, the greater length of journey, the 
time afforded to betray it, and the vicinity. _ 
of the Bombay marine to block up the Gulf 

ol Persia, turn the scale considerably in ſa- 
vour of the former route. 
It might, however, prove a salvo to the 
judgment of Buonapartse's admirers, that if 
he failed in this route, his disappointment 
would be countenanced by that of two ce- 
lebrated characters of antiquity: Crassus 
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£863 
the t iumvir, made but a short progress into 
Iesopot⸗ mia at the waa of the — 


was a. * meet as ct Pins 3 
nearly on the borders of Persia! We would 
lation. The fact only serves to confirm the 
difficulty; of an enterprise, where, in their 
very outset, the Roman 2 were arrested 
on the wing. io e 1915542 ie eee 
It now remains for us 0 tand ihe last, 
3 be such as the world con- 
ferred by Buonaparte, were he bent on the 
undertaking which is the suhject of this en- 
quiry.; Lmean Alexander's route from Phce- 
nieia to the Indus. The laurel of Ammon, 
in his own conceit, would be admirably 
suited to the Corsican s brow; and, however 


L 17 3 
event, there is no eommon distinetion in the 
emulation, that impels to _—_ gs and 
- | grasps at immortal fame. 
s + The) march of — N to 
* overturn che Perrian empire, is too familiar 
bd the reader to require elucidation. The 
outlines have been given us by Plutarch, and 
the aecurate historian of the Macedonian 
hero, has filled up the sketch. Thus far, 
however, it is necessary to observe, to ac- 
count for the comparative facility with 
which he transported his army across the 
desert which lies between Phoenicia and the 
Euphrates, to What he would have expe- 
rienced in modern times. A signal revolu- 
tion must have happened in the face of that 
country which contained the cityof Palmy- 
7a, and under the heroic Zenobia, bid defi- 
ance to the Roman power: A country, that 
is at present depopulated and waste; and 
unable to afford sustenance or shelter to wu | 
wandering tribes ä infest- it. 
A wechave-g1 
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vocates of this expedition in the 


cases, it would be ungenerous to debar them 


of the same indulgence in the present. We 
mean not therefore to dispute the good for- 


tune of Alexander's successor, and will ad- 


mit, that with equal success he may plant 


his standard on the banks of the Indus. 
The Euphrates and the Tygris shall be 
passed; the Persian territories over- run, and 
another Porus submit to the influence of 
the tri- coloured flag ! Is this exploit to be 
the end of his difficulties; the goal of his 
enterprises? A region, of nearly twice the 
extent of what he had already passed, would 
present itself to the ardor of Buonaparté; 
and warlike nations, to whom his victories 
and country are alike unknown the Af- 
ghans, the Seiks, and other independent 
hordes, who occupy the immense interval, 


would unite to harass his march, cut off 


his provisions, and intercept his retreat 
Should a fragment of his numbers be fortu- 
nate enough to reach the Ganges, the navi- 
gation and of that river would turn 


14 


„ 
out to be in the possess ion of the English, 
almost from the imperial cityof Delhi to the 
Bay of Bengal. * But his direction is to the 
Peninsula — all this ardor of enterprise, 
this waste of the human species, has been 
exercised to effect a junction with the tyrant 
of Mysore ! with Tippoo Sultan, whose ter- 
ritories lie still at the distance of a thou- 5 
sand miles! Lucky delusion ! that would 
divert the efforts of the implacable ſoe of 
Great Britain to his own destruction. 
Happy ambition! that would lead Buona- 
partè to exhaust the resources, and break 
the spirit of his nation, in fruitless under- 
takings, and visionary conquests, when he 
might have continued formidable in his 
proper sphere; and neither incurred the 


danger af combating the numerous forces 


of the Mahratta states, nor sinking under a 
3 55 holds the balance 8 n in 
In — ann of this Various add 
and multiplied perils, which interpose be- 
tween, the outset and attainment of this 
B 2 


1 1 

edition, I have hitherto purposely over- 
midable armies of the East India Company, 
who guard, with jealous care, the reputa- 
tion of the British empire in the East. An 
disciplined men, Europeans and Natives; 
who, under the military talents of a Corn- 
_ vallis; humbled the pride and circumscribed 
the power of the greatest warrior of Indos- 
tan, Tippoo Sultan; and, with equal zeal 
and facility, would defeat the mad designs, 
and punish the perfidy of his boasted allies, 
the French republicans, with Buonaparté 
at their head. When it is further consi- 
dered, that such an alliance promises nei- 
ther co-operation nor ability That the 
Mahometan des pot, Who betrayed hi 
lousy of his French een and drove 
them, with ignominy, from his camp at 


Mangalore in the year 1783, can neither 


enter with cordiality into the views, nor 
| countenance'the/irru tion of 40,000 repub- 
licans into India, „„ 
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the elegant satirist, that 1 Iten ben 


aon, whatever form it may assume; wad 
| be similar to that of hebe ie Twelftli 


. into Russia, Aux F 79112 12 125400 i 
5 « And abe 4 name, at Which the world view pale, 
, « To point a moral, or adorn a tals,” _, 


To the query 80 often put, respecting the 
possible tendency of the Toulon armament, 
and the inconsistency of the French 'Direc- 
tory, in depriving their country of the SCr= 
vices of a man, who, has. proved himself to 
be alone calculated for the present crisis of 
her affairs, 1 shall briefly: refer the reader 
to my foregoing conjectures on its object; J 
and content myself with. the belief, that a 
ei- little reflection will convince ee 
he jb Langerous a great man may be held in a go- 
a- vernment, 80 constĩtuted as that of France; 
we and how readily his talents may be dispenged | 
at with by usurpers, jealous of his influence, 
ner and apprehensive of his designs. Though 
nor the first of her generals, and the flower of 
ab- I her troops, might be absolutely necessary to 
zith maintain her footing on the Rhine against 
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C22 J 
a new coalition, how small a sacrifice would 
the honour and interest of the nation prove 
to an inſernal junto, who may n * 
_ archetype, WOT H 8 
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br When Tippoo learnt from the commander of the 
French troops, Mons. De Coxigne, that a peace w 
concluded between the French and Englich nations, 
which would oblige him to withdraw from the camp 
the Sultan in a paroxysm of rage at first refused to pe 
mit of their departure; and when he found e French 
man determined, sent a body of horse forward, to K 
stroy the country through which the road [lay to the zen 
Distress and danger of every kind was the consequences 
* Mons. De Codign®'s achment arrived at the Eng! 
8 the hospitality of their late enemig 
was fully exercised, t to remedy the effects of the parbarih 
of wow perfidious ally! War. of the Chevalier Beneron 
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